[Sonographic detection of kidney infarctions using ultrasound contrast media].
Contrast-enhanced CT is currently the gold standard for the diagnosis of kidney infarction. Particularly in patients with renal insufficiency, however, the use of iodine contrast media is limited. Sonographic examination using ultrasound contrast media may be an alternative for these patients. We examined three patients with suspected ischaemic kidney infarction with ultrasound contrast media. Scanning was performed with low mechanical index, and SonoVue was used as by contrast-enhancing agent. In all three patients, kidney infarctions were clearly shown. In two patients, the lesions were confirmed by contrast-enhanced CT, in one no CT was performed because of impaired renal function. Kidney infarctions can reliably be detected by contrast-enhanced ultrasound using SonoVue as contrast agent. This is particularly valuable in patients with renal impaired renal function and other contraindications against iodine contrast media.